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Sconin, and admitted him. " Ah, my poor Sconin!"
said he, " I must offer you a thousand excuses for hav-
ing caused you to lose your day."

" Not at all, Monseigneur," replied Sconin. " As I
have had the honour of knowing you for many years,
I comprehended this morning that the half-hour might
be long, so I went to Paris, did some business there,
before and after dinner, and here I am again."

M. de Chevreuse was confounded. Sconin did not
keep silence, nor did the servants of the house. M.
de Beauvilliers made merry with the adventure when
he heard of it, and accustomed as M. de Chevreuse
might be to his raillery, he could not bear to have this
subject alluded to. I have selected two anecdotes out
of a hundred others of the same kind, because they
characterise the man.

The liberality of M. du Maine which we have related
on the occasion of the proclamation of peace at Paris,
and which was so popular, and so surprising when
viewed in connection with the disposition of the King,
soon took new development. The Jesuits, so skilful
in detecting the foibles of monarchs, and so clever in
seizing hold of everything which can protect them-
selves and answer their ends, showed to what extent
they were masters of these arts. A new and assuredly
a very original History of France, in three large folio
volumes, appeared under the name of Father Daniel,
who lived at Paris in the establishment of the Jesuits.
The paper and the printing of the work were excellent;
the style was admirable. Never was French so clear,
so pure, so flowing, with such happy transitions; in a
word, everything to charm and entice the reader; ad-